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OBJECTIVE  
 

Explore methods to manage silt build up; vegetation growth both above and below 
the water surface; and shoreline encroachment of Lake Doster. 
 
TASKS 
 

Review previously gathered available information that may be available to 
familiarize each committee member of work or research completed to date. 
 
Contact the Michigan DEQ to arrange a meeting to discuss the lake situation and 
seek input on any suggestions. 
 

The silting in of shallow shoreline areas could be addressed by dredging the material.   
As part of the required permit application review process, impacts are assessed from  
the dredging of the material on aquatic habitat, water quality (turbidity from dredging)  
and final placement of the dredge material (no placement can occur in wetlands, 
floodplains, etc.) 

 
The DEQ staff person that reviews applications for Allegan County is Jason Combs in  
the Kalamazoo District Office.  He can be contacted at 269-568-2693 and his email 
address is CombsJ8@michigan.gov. 

 
Conduct research to learn about every possible method of dealing with silt build 
up and shoreline encroachment.  (Become the EXPERTS) 
 
 Austin Lake Aeration Project http://search.mlive.com/austin+lake/1/all/?date_range=m4  
 Other private lakes (or public lakes) that have address this issue. 

 
Try to add at least 2 more members to the Lake Enhancement Committee. 
 

Include committee members with varying points of view, but not one who is “married”  
to a single point of view.  Minds of reason willing to be open to the possibilities will  
come together to create a recommendation most likely to be accepted by the LDLA 
members at large.  (If 5 committee members agree on everything always, 4 of them are 
not needed!)  Be prepared for some disagreement within the committee.  It will simulate 
the challenge of selling a recommendation to the LDLA members.   
 
During brainstorming sessions, allow that no idea is “out of bounds”.  Even discussion of  
a “crazy” idea can lead to new thoughts. 

 
TIMETABLE 
 

None has been established.  Regular progress reports suggested (monthly). 
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